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Exhibition Introduction
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About 400 years ago, Joseon dynasty sent their Tongsinsa
to Japan and had a close relationship with Japan based on
trust. The traces of the friendly relation are remained in
both countries’ literatures, paintings and other references.
Both countries are in the process of making Joseon Tong-
sinsa UNESCO’s memory of the world register. This
thematic exhibition, <Joseon Tongsinsa, Into the World’s
Arms>, is held in this museum to celebrate the both coun-
tries’ efforts for the designation. Through this exhibition we
hope Joseon Tongsinsa would be designated as one of
UNESCO’s memory of world recorder. Thanks for your
sincere attention and support which must be great help for it.
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Antiphonal Poem of Joseon Tongsinsa:
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Farewell Writing of Joseon Tongsinsa
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This literary work of Yi Myeongu, the deputy official of the
12th Joseon Tongsinsa which visited Japan in 1811(King
Sunjo’s regime), is consist of poems he exchanged with
Japanese scholars. It contains praises of his noble charac-
ter, handwritings and their longing for him after the farewell.
The poems are also saying that he would leave his honor-
able name in Japanese history and the wishes to continue
the friendly relationship with each country.
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When Joseon Tongsinsa visited Japan in 1682(Sukjong’s
regime), some of the members exchanged their poems
with the Japanese. The literary works were documented
and this kind of literary exchanges became a tradition
which can be categorized as Tongsinsa travel literature.
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Peach Blossom and Birds on Silk by Lee Ui-yang
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This picture was painted by Yi Euiyang(1768~7?), the paint-
er of Joseon’s envoy in 1811(the 11st year of King Sunjo),
showing birds and flower tree together. His name is on the
top left meaning Yi Euiyang of Joseon and the title of the
picture, peach blossoms and birds, is written on the back.
It is estimated that he drew the picture when he visited
Japan in 1811 as a member of the delegation.
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Draft Poems of Joseon Tongsinsa
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Donggang Pi Jongjeong wrote the poem when he went to
Japan as a member of Joseon Tongsinsa in 1811(the 11st
year of King Sunjo). The position of Sajaguan was a main
staff writing documents. Seeing the words, Joseon Dong-
gang, was written on the left, it is estimated that he gave
this poem to Japan as a present.
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Painting of Tongsinsa Vessel
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Japanese painter, Ishizaki Yushi, painted this picture.
Seeing the objects in the picture, it is estimated that those
were made in the Joseon era. The ship looks a bit different
with the typical ships of Joseon Tongsinsa but the decora-
tions of dragon and Haetae, a mythical unicorn lion, on the
ship indicate it represents Joseon.
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The head official’s ship of Joseon Tongsinsa in the picture
is going forward spreading the sail. The flag which has a
chinese character, Jeong, meaning righteousness is stand-
ing. The members of the delegation and the sailors are
depicted in detail.
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Painting of a Fleet of Tongsinsa Vessels
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This picture describes the coming a fleet of Joseon Tong-
sinsa vessels and surrounding scenery of the port. On the
lower part of the picture, delegation is coming to the land
after switching to a small boat. The other small boats are
brought near the ship unloading its cargoes. People are
waiting for the other members of the Joseon Tongsinsa on
board. The atmosphere of the arrival and the daily lives of
the people in the port are depicted with the style of genre
painting. '
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